
 HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM
IDENTIFICATION SECTION  State of Washington, Department of Community Development
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Description Section
Materials & Features/Structural Types Roof Type
Building Type Industry/Telecommunications  Gable Hip
Plan L-shaped x Flat Pyramidal
Structural System Steel frame Monitor Other (specify)
No. of Stories One Gambrel

Shed
Cladding (Exterior Wall Surfaces)

Log Roof Material
Horizontal Wood Siding Wood Shingle
    Rustic/Drop Wood Shake
    Clapboard Composition
Wood Shingle Slate  
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Vertical Board Tile
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Integrity Description of Physical Appearance) American Foursquare x Other (specify)
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Changes to plan  x  
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Changes to interior  x Gable Front and Wing Pyramidal/Hipped
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Statement of Significance

Date of Construction 1944 Architect/Engineer/Builder Manhattan Engineer District and duPont Company
 x In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places.
 x In the opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local).
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Major Bibliographic References
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The eastern portion of the 3506-A Building (axis running north-south) was built in 1944 and is the original rectangular portion of the structure.  During the 1960's or 70's, a 
western addition was built.  The dimensions of the original building were 20 ft. east-west by 44 ft. north-south.  The addition measures approximately 28 ft by 36 ft.  The current 
dimensions of the L-shaped building, including the addition, are 48 ft. east-west by 44 ft. north-south (along the east wall) and 36 ft. (along the west wall).  The short leg of the 
L-shaped plan (which is part of the original building structure) extends about 8 ft. to the south beyond the southern wall of the addition.  The two portions of the building that 
are connected include the east wall of the addition and all but 8 feet of the west wall of the original building.

The original structure has built-up roofing over cast-in-place concrete and structural steel.  The roof of the addition is also built-up, but it is over thin light-weight concrete and 
form board.  The original section is constructed of concrete block, but it has a layer of poured concrete along the top of the wall.  The north wall of the original building has no 
distinct features.  The east wall of the original building contains a set of metal double doors and a six pane window situated toward the south end of the wall.  Pairs of small, 
square, metal bolts or fixtures run symmetrically along the length of the wall above the height of the door.  These may relate to the building's original function as a 
telecommunications center.  The south wall of the original building contains more bolts lined in the upper portion of the wall and a rectangular section of cement blocks in the wall 
that look as if they were added when a door was taken out of this wall.  The south and west walls of the addition have no distinct features.  The north wall of the addition 
contains a single metal door that appears to be the main entrance.

As noted, all of the original equipment was removed from the interior of the building.  However, the original asbestos floor tile remains, although it has chipped around the drain 
holes in the floor at the south end of the building.  The interior of the building contains steel crossbeams in the ceiling, concrete block walls, shop maintenance equipment, a 
kitchen, a bathroom, an office at the south end, and additional space partitioned for work/office space.

The 3506-A Building originally housed phone service equipment as part of the Hanford Engineer Works (HEW) telephone network installed in 1943-44.  The Hanford Site network 
consisted of five types of systems and seven permanent manually-operated telephone exchanges. The Inter-area System had a main switchboard in the 702 Central Telephone 
Exchange Building which was connected to the patrol headquarters and supervisors office buildings in each area.  The Intra-area System consisted of lines from each area’s 
switchboard to individual buildings in that area.  The Inter-Communication System provided individual building connections between several buildings within one area.  The other 
two systems consisted of the Power Dispatcher System and the Railroad Dispatcher System.  The 3506-A building contained dialing and other telephone equipment and an 
emergency supply of batteries.  All of the original phone equipment has been removed from the building.

The 3506-A building's function changed at an unknown date in the 1960's or 70's and became the Powerhouse Mechanical Maintenance Shop.  It still houses maintenance 
personnel and shop maintenance equipment to support the 384 Power House which supplies heating and humidification to 300 Area buildings.  

This building was part of the Hanford Site telephone network providing necessary communication connections across the Hanford Site and within each process area.  It is therefore 
the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that Building 3506-A is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A as a contributing property 
within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.
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